
Dried Fish Matters Webinar: 
Zotero Library and Global Literature Review
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Welcome and introduction

Webinar purpose and structure

Technical notes

Questions and discussion
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Part 1. Using Zotero for literature reviews and 
global literature review results
1. Place of literature reviews in DFM
2. Zotero orientation and nuts and bolts
3. Literature review methodology using Zotero
4. Discussion
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1. The place of literature reviews in DFM

Why literature reviews? 

Remember: “Mapping the social economy of dried fish in South and 
Southeast Asia for enhanced wellbeing and nutrition”

Literature reviews give us:
• first sense of shape of what is known
• starting point for our research
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1. The place of literature reviews in DFM

Literature reviews as evolving process, not one final product:
1. The literature is changing
2. Different functional roles in project:

1. Global
2. DFM research team
3. Thematic and student projects

3. These will build on each other and deepen Zotero database
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2. Zotero orientation and nuts and bolts

Getting started:
• Instructions at: OneDrive\DriedFishMatters\DFM‐Shared\Help‐
guidelines
1. DFM_HLP_Zotero‐client
2. DFM_HLP_Zotero‐web‐interface
3. DFM_GDL_Zotero‐organization
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3. Global literature review methodology: logic

Objective: variation in thematic focus across space

Thematic focus: DFM thematic interests vs. actual thematic variation in 
existing literature

Space: what scales to choose?
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3. Global literature review methodology using 
Zotero. The players in the dance:
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Google Scholar 
Web search

Tagging (Zotero) Coding (Python) Analysis (Excel) Writing

Phase 1: to MARE 2019 Phase 2: to present



3. Global literature review methodology using 
Zotero: tag categories
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Google Scholar reference pool

References tagged indirectReferences tagged direct

Thematic tags Segment tags Product tags Spatial tags



Global literature review primary tags
Theme Segment Product Space

Economy Production Dried fish Global North/South

Value chain/micro
economics

Processing Fermented fish Continental

Ecology Trade Salted fish Sub‐continental

Culture, social relations, 
wellbeing

Retail Smoked fish Country

Food and cooking Consumption Fish paste Sub‐country

Gender Fish sauce

Labour Pickled fish

History/change Powdered fish

Nutrition and food security

Health

Policy and Governance

Technical 10

1

2

3
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3. Global literature review methodology using 
Zotero: tag categories

11

Thematic tags Segment tags Product tags Spatial tags

All tags used in global literature review are defined in:

OneDrive\DriedFishMatters\DFM‐Shared\Research‐outputs\articles\dried‐fish‐
literature‐review\DFM_GDL_Zotero‐tags_28‐2‐2020



3. Global literature review methodology using 
Zotero: the DFM Zotero library
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3. Global literature review results

These are first stage quantitative results of the shape of the literature

Detailed qualitative analysis is ongoing
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Dried fish references by continent
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Asian dried fish references
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DFM focus country dried fish references
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Themes in direct dried fish literature
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Themes in indirect dried fish literature
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Themes by continent
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Themes by DFM focus country
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Value chain segment by continent
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Value chain segment by DFM focus country
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Product type by continent
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Product type by continent
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Product type by DFM focus country
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3. Global dried fish review paper

Targeted journal: Fish and Fisheries

Purposes: 
• Global literature’s shape
• Lay out DFM’s agenda to fill out knowledge
• Context for DFM team literature reviews

Will post submitted draft on OneDrive ETA end August
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4. Discussion
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Part 2. DFM team check‐in

1. Project status update
• Covid‐19 challenge
• Project teams
• Students

2. Looking forward
3. Discussion

28



Status update – team scoping research

Completed Begun/paused Contract phase Reconceptualization

Cambodia Sri Lanka Maharashtra (new) Kerala

Gujarat

Karnataka (new)

Andhra Pradesh– CESS 
and DFYWA

West Bengal

Mizoram and Manipur 
(new)

Bangladesh

Myanmar

Thailand
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Students
Name Study level Focus place Institution Stage

Meaghan Fallak BA Andhra Pradesh CMU Winnipeg Writing

Madu Galapaththhi PhD Sri Lanka Waterloo Ready for research

Sisir Pradhan PhD West Bengal Waterloo Ready for research

Mahfuzar Rahman PhD Bangladesh U Manitoba Anth Candidacy

Sobiga
Sivathalaathipathy

MPhil Sri Lanka Ruhuna University Preparing for 
research

Shalika Wickrama MPhil Sri Lanka Ruhuna University Preparing for 
research

Aklima Akter MA Bangladesh U Manitoba Anth Sept 1 start

Nova Almina  MA Thailand Memorial University Sept 1 start

Sami Farook PhD Bangladesh/compar
ative

U Manitoba NRI Sept 1 start

Wae Win Khaing PhD Myanmar U Manitoba Anth Sept 1 start

Jessie Varquez MA Philippines U Manitoba Anth Sept 1 start
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Looking forward: DFM Webinars

August
1. Cambodia scoping findings
2. Activating DFM cross‐cutting groups

September
1. Coding data in Nvivo

Later: research team scoping webinars; on‐demand training webinars
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Looking forward: opportunities

Confirmed
• Maarten Bavinck coordinated FAO workshop and technical paper on small, 
low cost fish and food and nutrition security

• Prateep Nayak’s Vulnerabilty to Viability project (V2V)

Pipeline
• CIRD application to EU project in Cambodia on improving fish value chains
• PDF application for work in Tanzania and DRC on dried fish
• MARE conference
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Looking forward: discussion
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